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Museum Educator’s Open House 
 

The John C. Freeman Weather Museum participated in the 
11th annual Museum Educator’s Open House hosted by the 
Houston Museum District on Saturday, January 20, 2007 at 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science. The event was free 
for all Houston area educators, schools administrators, home 
school educators, and student teachers to explore nine 
museums and hear from representatives from more than 40 
museums and cultural organizations.  Educators were able to 
learn about the fascinating educational and cultural resources 
that these organizations provide educators to assist them in 
their classrooms. The Weather Museum not only hosted a 
table in the grand hall of the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science but meteorologists from the museum also gave three 
30-minute “Weather Basics” presentations including experiments to demonstrate how weather concepts 
can be taught in the classroom in a fun and interactive way.  By participating in this event, the programs 
and opportunities available at the John C. Freeman Weather Museum were recognized by many educators 
and the public.  
 
 

Groundhog Day with Radar the Weather Dog 
 
Meteorologists from The John C. Freeman 
Weather Museum asked KPRC’s Radar the 
Weather Dog to help in making a winter 
forecast on Groundhog Day at the 
Children’s Museum. Radar looked for his 
shadow but since it was cloudy, he was 
unable to find it, indicating that spring is 
just around the corner. Many students and 
visitors to the Children’s Museum on 
Groundhog Day were able to see and pet 
Radar and even get their picture taken with  
                               him! 
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Weather Research Center participates in the 87th Annual American 

Meteorological Society Meeting 
 
President Jill F. Hasling, CCM attended the 
87th Annual AMS meeting in San Antonio 
January 13-18, 2007.   Ms. Hasling started 
the conference off on Saturday by giving a 
talk to 400 meteorology students from all 
over the country at the Annual Student 
conference.   As Co-Chair of  WeatherFest 
which is an outreach event by the AMS, Ms. 

Hasling  hosted 2,800 guests who visited 70 interactive exhibits by companies and teachers.   The 
Weather Museum’s booth featured WRC’s Weather Facts and Fun, which was very popular.   This year  
                   was the “Year of the CCM”. This AMS certification program was celebrating 50 years.   

 
Houston Ice Storms  

January 16 – 17 brought arctic air into Houston causing a mixture of freezing rain and sleet.  The table 
below gives the 19 years since 1960 when Houston has experienced freezing rain and ice.   Ten of these 
19 years where El Nino years.  This year is an El Nino year which usually means a wetter than normal 
winter for Houston.  When a blast of arctic air moves into our region, there is a good chance of ice.  
 

Houston Ice Storms [1960-2007] 
 

YEAR DATE REMARKS 
1961 January 25 Freezing Rain/Glaze 
1965 February 24 Glaze 
1968 January 8 Glaze 
1970 January 18-19 Glaze 
1974 January 7-8 Glaze 
1973 January 9-12 Glaze 
1973 February 8-9 Glaze 
1976 November 28-29 Glaze 
1977 January 2 Glaze 
1978 January 21-22 Glaze 
1982 January 12-14 Glaze 
1983 December 22-23 Glaze 
1983 December 26 Glaze 
1985 January 3 Glaze 
1985 January 12-13 Glaze 
1985 January 31-February 1 Glaze 
1988 February 11 Glaze 
1989 February 4-8 Glaze 
1989 December 22 Glaze 
1990 December 22-23 Glaze 
1994 February 8-9 Glaze 
1997 January 12-14 Glaze 
2007 January 16-17 Freezing Rain/Glaze 

 

 



Spring Weather Wonders (ages 5-7) 
A first look into the fun world of spring weather and 

storms. 
March 13 (9am – 12pm) 

 

Spring Weather Navigator (ages 7-11) 
An introductory class on the basics of spring weather 

and weather safety. 
March 14 (9am – 12pm) 

 

Spring Storm Navigator (ages 12-17) 
An in-depth look into spring storms, storm formation, 

and storm development. 
March 15 (9am – 12pm) 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Weather Research Center and the Weather Museum have volunteer opportunities for individuals 15 years 
of age or older. The following positions are available: reception, gift shop, tour guide, events, mailing 
drives, and special projects. Please contact the volunteer coordinator for more information.  

 

Scout Weather Merit Badge Classes 
 

Calling all boy scouts and girls scouts!! Weather Merit Badge Classes are 
being conducted on the 4th Saturday of every month at 10am at the 

Weather Museum! Class size is limited so sign up today! 
 

 
 

Spring Weather Camp 
 

The Weather Museum is offering Spring weather camp for 
the first time this March! Classes will be held March 13-15 
for $55. Weather Camp is an exciting opportunity for 
people of all ages to learn more about weather from actual 
meteorologists! Topics for spring classes include storm 
formation, forecasting, tornadoes, and hail. Please contact 
the Weather Museum for more information or to sign up. 
 
 
 
 

Weather Museum Memberships 
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Weatherman’s Classic Golf Tournament 

Come beat the Weatherman! Weather Research Center will be hosting the 12th annual Weatherman’s 
Classic Charity Golf Tournament on Tuesday, April 24 at the Wildcat Golf Club. Proceeds from the 
tournament will benefit the educational programs of the Weather Museum and Weather Research Center. 
For the first year in the tournament’s history, a tournament underwriter sponsorship has been received 
thanks to the generous donation from C.A. Richards and Associates, Inc.  Keith Westerlage, Marshall 
Seese, and Paul Goodloe from the Weather Channel will be participating in the tournament as well as 
local meteorologists Dr. Neil Frank and Cecilia Sinclair. Team sponsorships are available for $500 and 
individual golfers are $150. For more information on the tournament or sponsorships, please call 713-
529-3076 or visit http://www.wxresearch.org/golftournament.html  

 

2007 EVENTS 

FEB 17  GEMS - Girls Enjoying Math and Science [Girl Scouts] HMNS 
FEB 20  AAFS – San Antonio - Talk 
FEB 20  Local AMS Meeting 
FEB 21  Baylor College of Medicine – Family Fair 
FEB 22  MTS Meeting – Houston, Texas 
FEB 24  MATS -  Metropolitan Area Teachers of Science, Rice University 
FEB 27  Baylor College of Medicine – Family Fair 
MAR 13-15  WRC Spring Weather Camp 
MAR 24  WRC Scout Class 
MAR 31  Girl Scout Career and Technology Fair 
MAR 31/APR 1  HEB Houston Children’s Festival 
APR 2-6  NHC Hurricane Conference – New Orleans 
APR 22  TheWeather Museum’s 1 Year Anniversary 
APR 24  12th Annual Weatherman’s Classic Golf Tournament 
APR 28  WRC Scout Class 
APR 30-May 3 OTC – Houston, Texas  

 
WRC MISSION: Weather Research Center advances the science of weather and the knowledge of the 

weather’s impact on the global community through research, prediction, and education in order to inspire 
America’s next generation of scientists and engineers. 

 

We are located at 5104 Caroline St., Houston, Texas 77004. For information about the Center, Museum, and our services, 
please call (713) 529-3076 or toll-free (800) 44-STORM. Our fax number is (713) 528-3538.  The e-mail address is 
wrc@wxresearch.org.  
                       Our Internet addresses are www.wxresearch.com or www.wxresearch.org 

Weather Research Center Board of Regents 
Dr. Neil Frank, KHOU-TV; Frank Billingsly, KPRC-TV, Doug Brown, KTRK-T; Steve Peacock, BP; Dr. Robert Simpson; 

Phil Free; Keith Westerlage, The Weather Channel; Marshall Seese, The Weather Channel; Dr. Wayne Ingram;  
Andrew Orkin;  Truett Latimer.  

Weather Research Center Board of Directors 
Jill F. Hasling, President; Robert Orkin, President – Orkin Interests, Chairman/Treasurer; Bernard Hebinck – Hebinck & 
Alter, Vice President; Lane DuBois-Freeman – Stewart  & Stevenson, Asst. Treasurer; Charlie Richards – C.A. Richards & 
Associates, Inc – Secretary; Marjorie S. Freeman; John G. Bomba – Technip Offshore Inc.; Chris Bourne, Chief Broadcast 
Engineer – HCC; S. Douglas Devoy – Matthews-Daniel Company; Cecilia Sinclair, Chief Meteorologist – KRIV Fox 26; 
Keith Monahan, Chief Meteorologist – KHCW; Dudley Tarlton – Transmontaigne; Dewayne Hollin – SeaGrant Texas; 

Robert Wenzel – Wenzel Specialties, Etc.; David Dignum – ESRI Houston Satellite Office; Kristina Hardwick ; Dr. Stuart 
Furgang – Shell Oil Company; Brooks Young – Dan A. Hughes Company; Robert Saladino, President & CEO – Talento 

Bilingue de Houston. 


