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WEATHER MUSEUM BECOMES 18 th 
MEMBER OF THE HOUSTON MUSEUM 

DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 
 

 

 

NWS Hurricane Workshop 
 

On Saturday June 9, the Houston/Galveston National Weather Service in 
collaboration with Centerpoint Energy and the City of Houston hosted a 
Hurricane Workshop at the George R. Brown Convention Center. The 
workshop, which was free to the public, was an opportunity for families 
to learn how to prepare for a hurricane, 
evacuate safely, and recover from damage. The 
Weather Museum organized the first Kids 
Zone at the workshop, an area dedicated to kid-

friendly learning activities. The Weather Museum also featured their newest 
exhibit, a water vapor vortex formed in a tornado chamber, built by engineers 
and meteorologists at the National Weather Service in Corpus Christi.  
 
 

Free Day at the Weather Museum! 
 

Shell and Motiva in partnership with the Houston Area Red Cross sponsored a free day at the museum on 
July 28. The theme was “Are You Ready for Hurricane Season”, with guests from Shell Oil Company, 
Houston Area Red Cross, Houston/Galveston National Weather Service, Harris County Office of 
Emergency Management, and Harris County Flood Control District were distributing important 
information about disaster preparedness to the nearly 300 visitors who attended that day.  
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2007 Summer Weather Camp: From Student  

to Director 
Brian Haines, currently a sophomore meteorology major at Texas 

A&M University, was once a student at the WRC Weather Camps. He 
had the opportunity to become the Weather Camp Director this past 

summer. Here is the story of his journey.  
 

 
Have you ever known what you have wanted to be since childhood? Have you ever loved to do 

something every day?  Well my name is Brian Haines, and I have known ever since I can remember that 
weather was my passion. 
 When I was child all I knew was that I wanted to be a weather man, one of those guys on 
television.  As I grew older I learned that these people that talked about the weather were called 
Meteorologists.  One day my mother saw an interesting advertisement in the Houston Chronicle that she 
knew I would like.  She thought it was so interesting that she made me sit down next to her and read it 
with her. It was an advertisement for this thing called Weather Camp here in Houston and I was instantly 
interested. It was the summer and my mother always wanted me go to some kind of camp since I had three 
months of free time and she did not want me to waste it. In the past summers we had tried local church 
camps, YMCA camps and of course some of the big name sports camps. None of these camps made me 
interested in returning to them again.  When I heard that there was a camp about weather I was 
interested but cautious. Then I thought I should at least try it. I would rather try something new than 
return to one of the previous camps.  Finally the day came for the weather camps to start.  Instead of 
being excited like most kids would be, I was scared stiff. When my mom dropped me off at the camp we 
immediately started talking about hurricanes. As it is, the camps are a single day camp and there are 
different camps each day, each with a different subject. I was immediately interested and what got me 
even more excited was that we just did not just sit and talk about the weather. There were hands- on 
experiments and models that could let me visualize what we were talking about. To finish off a great day 
we played Weather Jeopardy. When I heard we were playing Weather Jeopardy I was petrified. I was 
quiet shy when I was younger so yelling out answers in front of everyone did not sound like an exciting 
prospect. To my surprise though, it was a lot of fun; in fact it was one of the most exciting parts of the 
entire day. When my mother came to pick me up at 3pm, I could see the look of concern on her face. The 
look that she was worried another camp had not made a good impression on me. It is that look that every 
kid gets from their mom. To her amazement though she could not get me to stop talking about the camp. I 
had such a great time that I started going to the camps every summer.  I started in 1998 and attended 
them all the way through 2004. After 2004 I was old enough to start volunteering to help with the weather 
camps.  
 Now in 2007, I have graduated from high school and am currently a sophomore at Texas A&M 
University studying to be a meteorologist.  When I was thinking in the spring of what I was going to do 
this summer, I had no clue. Then I saw a job opening for an internship sponsored by Exxon Mobil to be 
the director of the Weather Camp ‘07 program. When I started to remember all the fun I had at the 
camps, I immediately jumped at the opportunity. I now have the pleasure of teaching and planning the 
classes for this summer. We have many of the classic weather camps but also a new one. The camp is 
called A World of Weather and covers world climate giving children insight into not only just local 
weather but also weather across the globe. At all the camps we have many things planned such as 
teaching the children about weather but also performing fun experiments. And to top it all off, we will 
play Weather Jeopardy just like I used to.  

 
 
 



Museum District Night at the Astros 
 

The Museum District showed their support to the Houston Astros on 
August 10. The Weather Museum, in addition to seven other museums in 
the district, promoted the Houston Museum District and Museum District 
Day at the game. Joel Bartsch, President of the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science, threw out the first pitch in a pre-game ceremony. 
 

 

Museum District Day 
 

The 11th Annual Museum District Day 
was held this year on Saturday, August 
18 from 10am to 5pm. Fourteen 
museums, including the Weather 
Museum, waived their general 
admission fee and offered fascinating 
exhibitions, hands-on activities, 

demonstrations and performances throughout the day. A record 1,156 
visitors attended the Weather Museum, which featured an exciting 
scavenger hunt through the exhibits as well as the Weather Facts and Fun 

game to test your weather knowledge.  
Meteorologists at the museum were 
closely tracking Hurricane Dean and 
advising visitors of the latest track of 
the storm. Fortunately, Dean stayed 
well to our south, however, we cannot 
forget that 24 years ago on this day, Hurricane Alicia made landfall in 
Galveston. Be sure to mark your calendars for next year’s Museum 
District Day on September 20, 2008.  

 
 

Young Professionals Mixer 
 
The Weather Museum hosted its first Young 
Professionals Mixer at the museum on August 
23. Major sponsors included Advantage BMW, 
Prosperity Bank, and Orkin Real Estate. Other 
organizations including Compleat Catering, 
Picnic, El Tiempo Catenia, and La Villette 
generously donated food to the event. The 

Weather Museum is continuing to plan future events in hopes to provide a welcoming place for young  
                                                        professionals to meet and socialize.  
 

Connecting With Weather 
Teachers Weather Workshops 

3rd Tuesday of the month from 5:30PM to 7:30PM 
 
Professional meteorologists facilitate the workshop with an emphasis on 
teachers and how learning different ways of presenting the weather can 

benefit them in the classroom and their everyday lives. 
*CPE Credit Hours are given* 



Winter Weather Wonders (ages 5-7) 
A first look into the fun world of winter 

weather and storms. 
Saturday, December 29 (9am – 12pm) 

 
Winter Weather Navigator (ages 7-11) 

An introductory class on the basics of 
winter weather and weather safety. 
Friday, December 28 (9am – 12pm) 

 
Winter Storm Navigator (ages 12-17) 

An in-depth look into winter storms, 
storm formation, and storm development. 
Thursday, December 27 (9am – 12pm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

 Special Boy Scout Merit Badge Class 
 

    On September 22, the Weather Museum will partner with the 
Health Museum in a special Boy Scout class. Scouts will have the opportunity to earn both their 
Emergency Preparedness and Weather Merit Badges from 9am-4pm at the Health Museum. They will 
also have the opportunity to take a guided tour of the Weather Museum and a self-guided tour of the 
Health Museum. For more information or availability, please contact the Health Museum at 
scouts@mhms.org or the Weather Museum at wrc@wxresearch.org.  

 
Current Traveling Exhibit: Rain, Rain Go Away  

 

Since Houston was founded in 1836, the city has experienced over 120 significant flooding events. The 
Upper Texas Coast is in a region that is susceptible to heavy rainfall and Alvin, Texas holds the US 
record maximum 24 hour rainfall with 43 inches during Tropical Storm Claudette in 1979. Other major 
flooding events that caused significant damage to Harris County were the Great Flood of 1935 and 
Tropical Storm Allison in 2001, the costliest tropical storm in US history.  

 
 
 
 
 

Winter Weather Camp 
 

The Weather Museum is offering Winter weather camp again this 
year after Christmas! Classes will be held December 27-29 for 
$55. Weather Camp is an exciting opportunity for people of all 
ages to learn more about weather from actual meteorologists! 
Please contact the Weather Museum for more information. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

13th Annual Weather Museum 
Classic Charity Golf 

Tournament at Wildcat Golf 
Club on April 18, 2008 at Noon  

 

 

  
 

Hunt Petroleum has become a 
corporate member of the 

Weather Museum. Employees 
from Hunt were invited for a 

complimentary visit to the 
museum on July 21.  



Weather Museum Memberships 
 

Student, young Professionals & Senior 
Citizens – $ 30 

Students age 25 and under with valid ID and proof of 
student status – Young professionals age 35 and under 

with valid ID –  Seniors over 65 with valid ID. 
Membership benefits for one adult or student. 

 
Individual - $ 50  

Membership benefits for one adult. 
 

Family - $ 75 
Membership benefits for two adults and up 

 to four children or grandchildren age 18 and under. 
 
 

Stratus Club – $ 150 
Membership benefits for two adults and up to seven 

guests. 
 

Cumulus Club - $ 250 
Membership benefits for two adults and up to seven 

guests. 
 

Cirrus Club - $ 500 
Membership benefits for two adults and up to ten guests. 

 
Cyclone Club - $ 1200 + 

Membership benefits for two adults and up to twelve 
guests. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
September 15, 2007 – OEC Gala: Hall of Fame Award to Dr. Freeman 
September 18, 2007 – Teacher Weather Workshop 
September 22, 2007 – Weather Merit Badge Class at the Health Museum 
October 16, 2007 – Teacher Weather Workshop 
October 27, 2007 – Weather Merit Badge Class 
November 1, 2007 – Weather Hero Awards 
November 14-17, 2007 – CAST in Austin 
November 27, 2007 – Teacher Weather Workshop 
January 20, 2008 – AMS WeatherFest 
January 20-25, 2008 – AMS Annual Meeting New Orleans 

 
WRC MISSION: Weather Research Center advances the science of weather and the knowledge of the weather’s impact on the 
global community through research, prediction, and education in order to inspire America’s next generation of scientists and 

engineers. 
 

We are located at 5104 Caroline St., Houston, Texas 77004. For information about the Center, Museum, and our services, 
please call (713) 529-3076 or toll-free (800) 44-STORM. Our fax number is (713) 528-3538.  The e-mail address is 
wrc@wxresearch.org. Our Internet addresses are www.wxresearch.com or www.wxresearch.org 
 

Weather Research Center Board of Regents 
Dr. Neil Frank, KHOU-TV; Frank Billingsly, KPRC-TV, Doug Brown, KTRK-T; Steve Peacock, BP; Dr. Robert Simpson; 

Phil Free; Keith Westerlage, The Weather Channel; Marshall Seese, The Weather Channel; Dr. Wayne Ingram;  
Andrew Orkin;  Truett Latimer.  

Weather Research Center Board of Directors 
Jill F. Hasling, President; Robert Orkin, President – Orkin Interests, Chairman/Treasurer; Bernard Hebinck – Hebinck & 
Alter, Vice President; Lane DuBois-Freeman – Stewart  & Stevenson, Asst. Treasurer; Charlie Richards – C.A. Richards & 
Associates, Inc – Secretary; Marjorie S. Freeman; John G. Bomba – Technip USA; S. Douglas Devoy – Matthews-Daniel 

Company; Cecilia Sinclair; Keith Monahan, Chief Meteorologist – KHCW; Dudley Tarlton – Transmontaigne; Robert 
Wenzel – Wenzel Specialties, Etc.; David Dignum – ESRI; Kristina Hardwick ; Dr. Stuart Furgang – Shell Oil Company; 

Brooks Young – Dan A. Hughes Company; Robert Saladino; Patrick O’Neill – Noble Drilling Services, Inc.,  


